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sands.   Recently the Kathiawar Conference has also accepted the
definition.  What is that definition?
A national school to be classed as such must fulfil the follow-
ing conditions: Spinning must have a place in the daily routine.
Teachers and students must spin daily for half an hour and should
wear only hand-spun and hand-woven khadi. The medium of
instruction should be either the mother tongue or Hindustani.
Vyayam, that is, physical training including the art of self-defence,
should be given due importance. The school should endeavour
to unite the hearts of Hindus and Muslims. It should in no cir-
cumstances close its doors to the untouchables. This definition
of a national school has been laid down by the Congress. There-
fore, when I say that those who have no faith in the charkha
should leave the Vidyapith and other institutions working under
it, do not please think that I am excessively harsh. This is the
only way in which we can progress. It will show us where we are
going and how many men, women and students are with us.
My attention was drawn to certain criticisms of an article
in Sabarrnati1. Some of them are baseless because I have never
entertained the ideas I am accused of. I have never said that the
students should ply the charkha all the day; not that I have
never thought of it. If I could persuade students and other
countrymen that this would be most helpful to the country, I
Would indeed ask all people to spin for the whole day. But I cannot
persuade the country today nor can I myself do it. If I can spin
all the time, I Would advise the students and the country to do
likewise. My ambition is to be able to proclaim to India that
real learning consists in spinning round the clock. In a way, if
you select any pure activity and concentrate thereon, it will lead
to real learning because it is a way of performing yoga. I won't
speak of this here. I would merely ask the students to ply the
charkha with faith and joy, spin fine yarn, and learn all the pro-
cesses of charkha. You should have the same love and keenness
for spinning as you have for other subjects. I would not grudge
your giving all other time to the other subjects. But when you
spin, do it with all your heart and not in a perfunctory way.
The other charge is about a certain remark of mine that the
Vidyapith should make a scheme for a syllabus which would pro-
vide you with a livelihood after graduation. I say this even now.
But this is not and should not be the principal aim before the
1 A Gujarat! bi-monthly published by the Gujarat Mahavidyalaya, affilia-
ted to the Gujarat Vidyapith